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Na dnesnim severnim nddvoif v aredlu Hudebni a tanecni fakulty Akademie muzickych
uméni (¢p. 258) u Nerudovy ulice probéhl nékdly v 7. ¢i8. stoletiritudl, po némz zbyla v zemi
Jjedna z nejstarsich nddob ze slovanského obdobi v historické Praze. Kromé materidlu
ji datuje nendpadnd, mélkd, hrebenem rytd vyzdoba na plecich sestdvajici z vinic
arovnych linii. © Martin Frouz, 2016. | In today’s northern courtyard of the HAMU building
(No. 258) by Nerudova Street, a ritual took place sometime in the 7th or 8th century, after
which one of the oldest vessels of the Slavonic period in Prague was left in the soil. Besides
the material the vessel is made of, it is dated by subtle, shallow, rack-engraved ornaments
on the blades, consisting of curves and straight lines. © Martin Frouz, 2016

Pamatky skryté pod dlazbou

NEJSTARSI HISTORIE NAMESTI

Pod dnesnim povrchem Malostranského ndmeésti se skryva nékolik
tisic let stard historie Prahy zasifrovana ve vrstvach hliny, piskd a v na-
nosech bahnitych sedimentd. Naprostd bezpecnost pred vltavskymi
povodnémi, kvalitni zemédélska plda, blizka petiinské loZiska zelezné
rudy i jinych surovin a blizkost ojedinélé moznosti pfechodu pres feku
poskytovaly pfihodné podminky pro zdejsi osidlent jiz od pravéku. Na-
lezové situace z réznych obdobi od 5. tisiciletf pred n. I. (pfichod prv-
nich zemédélct) do 8. stoleti n. |. se dochovaly zcela vyjimecné. Z velké
miry je ponicila intenzita zdejstho nepfretrzitého osidleni, prokazatelné
trvajici nejpozdéji od 9. stoleti n. I. Nejvice utrpély pfi vystavbé hra-
deb z dfeva a hliny, pro néz poslouzily jako stavebni materidl. Nejstarsi
z dosud objevenych fortifikaci, jejiz prikop vznikl patrné okolo roku
800, probihd pod jizni a zépadni ¢asti dnesniho ndmésti. Vymezovala
bytelné opevnény Utvar u feky o plose maximalné 7 hektard, plocha

Relics hidden beneath the cobblestones

THE ANCIENT HISTORY OF THE SQUARE

Today's paving of Malostranské Square hides the several-thousand-
year-old history of Prague, encrypted in layers of soil, sand and
muddy sediments. Utter safety against the Vitava floods, high-quality
agricultural land, the deposits of iron ore and other raw materials on
nearby Petfin Hill and the proximity of the unique possibility of crossing
the river, have provided favourable conditions for settlement of the
site since prehistoric times. Archaeological finds from different periods
from the 5th millennium BC (the arrival of the first farmers) to the 8th
century AD have nevertheless been preserved very rarely. To a large
extent, archaeological sites were damaged due to the intensity of local
settlement, which has been proven to have persisted since at least the
9th century AD. They mostly suffered harm during the construction of
wooden and clay ramparts, for which they served as building material.
The oldest of the fortifications discovered so far, whose ditch was
probably trenched around the year 800, runs under the southern and
western parts of today’s square. It defined a solidly fortified formation
by the river of an area of less than 7 hectares and the area of today’s
square was a part thereof. The fortified area formed a crystallisation
nucleus from which the city of Prague developed over the following
centuries. In the area and its western vicinity (No. 258), there are intact
archaeological sites comprising ceramics from the 8th and first half of
the 9th century, hand in hand with iron ore findings and other traces
of local iron metallurgy. It is even possible that the local tradition of
iron ore roasting, archaeologically proven in prehistoric times already,
could have been reflected in the town’s name Prague.

At the time of the early Premyslids around the year 900, new
fortifications were built. These traversed the southern border of
the square and significantly expanded the fortified area to the west.
Nowadays, it is clear that the early medieval Lesser Town fortifications
built by the Pfemyslids had a more complex development, changing
both in space and time, and it is therefore impossible to reconstruct this
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Vitava se rozlévala do vétsi Sitky nez dnes. Aredl u feky opevnény okolo roku 800 (Zluté)
snad mohl mit funkci rané stredovéké celnice. Podobné tém, jaké fungovaly ve francké
1isi Karla Velikého a o nichz mluvi kusé zprdvy z prostredi tehdejsiho mezindrodniho
a transkontinentdlniho obchodu. Modre: mokfina a feka; cervené: objevené pozistatky
fortifikace; fialové: rekonstruovatelnd ¢dst trasy prikopu; hnédé: dst Zelezdiské dilny.
©J. Cihdkovd, Miroslav Durica, 2018. | The Vitava was spread to greater width than today.
The premises by the river, fortified sometime around 800 (drawn in yellow), might have
been an early medieval customs house, similar to those in Francia under the reign of
Charlemagne, about which fragmentary reports remained from the environment of the
international and transcontinental trade of the time. In blue: wetland; in red: discovered
remnants of fortifications; in purple: restored part of the trench; in brown: part of the
ironmongery workshop. © J. Cihdkovd, Miroslav Durica, 2018.

dnesniho ndmésti byla jeho soucésti. Opevnény areal byl krystalizac-
nim jadrem, z néhoz se v préibéhu staleti vyvinulo velkomésto Praha.
V areélu a jeho zépadnim sousedstvi (¢p. 258) se nachézeji intaktni si-
tuace s keramikou 8. a prvni poloviny 9. stoleti, doprovézené nélezy
zelezné rudy a dalsich stop po zdejsi metalurgii Zzeleza. Nenf vylouceno,
7e prave zdejsi tradice prazeni zeleznych rud, archeologicky prokézana
jiz v dobach pravékych, se mohla odrazit ve jménu Prahy.

Za nejstarsich Premyslovcd vzniklo okolo roku 900 opevnéni nové. Pro-
chazelo po jizni hranici ndmésti a vyrazné rozsifilo opevnény aredl za-
padnim smérem. Dnes jiz je ziejmé, Ze rané stfedovékd premyslovska
malostranské fortifikace meéla slozitéjsi vyvoj, proménlivy v prostoru
i v Case, a ze detailni podobu tohoto vyvoje jesté neumime jednoznacné
rekonstruovat. Praha se stala v 10. stoletf ddleZitou kfizovatkou transkon-
tinentdlnich cest evropského obchodu a sidelnim méstem boleslavské
iise. V 60. letech ji navstivil arabsky vzdélanec zidovského plvodu Ibra-
him ibn Jakub a zmiruje se o ni ve své ,zpravé o sluzebni cesté’, kterou
predlozil chordébskému chalifovi. V misté dnesniho nédmésti mohl vidét
¢etnou srubovou zastavbu, mezi niz probihaly ulice s povrchem z dubo-
vych prken. Jedna urcité vedla ke vstupu do mésta, situovanému v misté
dnesniho priichodu z ndmésti do ulice Trzisté — priichod je starobylou

Opevnéné ,mésto Praha” v 10. stoleti. Modre: mokring; ervené: objevené pozistatky
fortifikace; fialovd a rdZovd linie: trasy piikopu, o nichZ nelze rozhodnout, zda byly soucasné
¢ ndsledné; zlaty kiizek: lokalizace kostelika. © Jarmila Cihdkovd, Miroslav Durica, 2018.
Fortified “town of Prague”in the 10th century. In blue: wetland; in red: discovered remnants
of fortifications; purple and pink lines: trenches whose precise dating is uncertain; golden
cross: location of the church. © Jarmila Cihdkovd, Miroslav Durica, 2018.

development in detail to date. In the 10th century, Prague became an
important crossroads of transcontinental routes of European trade and
the capital of Boleslav’s Empire. In the 960s, Ibrahim ibn Yaqub, a Jewish
scholar of Arabic origin, visited Prague and mentioned it in his “business
trip report’, which he subsequently presented to the Cordoban Caliph.
In place of today’s square, ibn Yaqub could see numerous log cabins
and streets covered with oak planks. One of these streets definitely led
towards the entrance to the city situated in the place of today’s passage
from the square to Trzisté street — the passage is an ancient route that
has survived since the 10th century to this day. Another wooden
street led from the wooden bridge across the Vltava River towards the
castle. It was here that the procession carried the body of the duke St.
Wenceslas to the St. Vitus rotunda at the Prague Castle several years
after he was murdered (935) in Stard Boleslav. According to legends,
a miracle occurred after the procession crossed the Vitava River. At the
site of the miracle, a small circular church was built around the middle
of the 10th century, most likely as a makeshift one, as its stones were
bonded with clay instead of mortar. It was the first sacred building
in Prague outside the area of the castle. A fragment of the church
was discovered in 2005 under the current building of the Faculty of
Mathematics and Physics of Charles University (MFF UK) (No. 2). It was
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Vstup do opevnéného mésta v 10. stoleti pfes mokrinu v jihozdpadnim rohu ndmésti.
Na jihu drevéné komorové zdklady asi véZe (b), pred nimi nékolik dievénych vozovek (f).
Nahofe dfevénd vozovka na severnim bfehu mokfiny. © Martin Miiller, Jarmila Cihdkovd,
Miroslav Durica 2009. | Entrance to the fortified city in the 10th century through the
marsh in the SW corner of the square. In the south, the wooden chamber foundations of
(probably) a tower (b), in front of them several wooden pavements (f). On top, a wooden
road along the north bank of the wetland. © Martin Muiller, Jarmila Cihakova, Miroslav
Durica 2009.

trasou, ktera prezila od 10. stoleti dodnes. Jina drevéna ulice vedla od dre-
véného mostu pres Vitavu smérem k Hradu. Po této ulici kracel prdvod,
ktery nékolik let po staroboleslavské vrazdé (935) prevazel télo knizete
sv. Vaclava do svatovitské rotundy na Prazském hradé. Dle legend se
po prekroceni Vitavy udal jeden ze zazrakl. Na jeho misté byl priblizné
okolo poloviny 10. stoleti postaven drobny kruhovy kostelik patrné jako
provizorium, nebot jeho kameny nebyly pojeny maltou, ale jilem. Byl prv-
ni sakralnf stavbou v Praze vné Hradu. Fragment kostelika byl v roce 2005
objeven pod dnesni budovou Matematicko-fyzikaIni fakulty Univerzity
Karlovy (Cp. 2). Pravdépodobné byl brzy strzen a nahrazen vétsi stavbou,
jejiz tvar nezndme, ale vime, Ze byla zdénd z kamene a malty a v interiéru
méla malované vapenné omitky. Verejné prostranstvi bylo nejspise stis-
néné a bylo potfeba jim Setfit, nebot pro stavbu kostelika bylo rozsireno
o byvalou parcelu nalezejici prislusnikovi tehdejsi spolecenskeé elity. I jin-
de v prostoru dnesniho ndmeéstijsou pro 10.a 11. stoleti nalézany doklady
pobytu zadmoznych obyvatel, mezi které se fadili i zpracovatelé stfibra —
patrné klenotnici. Kupodivu importovanych predmétd, které by ilustro-
valy pisemné dolozeny cily mezindrodni obchodni ruch, bylo nalezeno
minimum. Kam bylo situovano rané stfedovéekeé trzisté, zda se nachédzelo
nékde v misté dnesniho ndmésti, dosud nevime.

Prikop hluboky 6 metrd, vznikly snad okolo roku 800 (pfelom 8. a 9. stoleti), je zaplnén
premisténym podlozim. Je vyrazné starsi nez doba prvniho Premyslovce Borivoje z konce
9. stoleti. Objeven pod podlahou divadla Inspirace u Nerudovy ulice. © Martin Miller,
2014.| A 6-metre deep ditch, trenched perhaps around 800 (turn of 8th and 9th centuries),
is filled with relocated subsoil. It dates back to significantly older times than the era of the
first Premyslid Duke of Bohemia Botivoj, to the end of the 9th century. It was discovered
under the floor of Inspirace Theatre near Nerudova Street. © Martin Mdiller, Miroslav
Durica 2015.

probably torn down soon after and replaced by a larger building, the
shape of which is unclear, but it is certain that it was built of stone and
mortar and had painted lime plasters in the interior. The public space
seemed to be rather confined and had to be used economically, for
the church was extended by a former plot belonging to a member
of the social elite of the time. At other places on today’s square, the
evidence of local wealthy inhabitants from the 10th and 11th centuries
has also been found. The residents of the square included processors
of silver — most likely jewellers. Surprisingly, there have not been many
imported objects found, which would illustrate the written records of
a lively international trade in the place. Little is also still known about
the situation of the early medieval marketplace — it is unclear whether
it was located somewhere on today's square or elsewhere.

During the 11th century there was a significant change in the area
of the square or its surroundings, which resulted in frequent deposits
of sediments similar to those naturally occurring after heavy rains
or spring thaws. Certain urban changes apparently occurred, as
evidenced by high accumulation of objects associated with works
dependent on fire use. Getting to know the specific character of this
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V prabéhu 11. stoleti doslo v prostoru nameéstf ¢i jeho okoli k vyraz-
né zméné. Jejim disledkem jsou casté nanosy sedimentl pfirozené
uklddanych po prudkych destich ¢i jarnim tani. Patrné probéhly i ur-
banistické zmény, zfetelné z vysoké kumulace objektd spojenych
s praci s ohném. Poznat konkrétni charakter této zmény je Ukolem
dalsiho bddanf. Z konce 11. stoleti pochazi nejstarsi dochovana zdéna
malostranska pamatka, kterd se Stastnou shodou okolnosti ve frag-
mentdrni podobé dochovala v budové Matematicko-fyzikdInf fakulty
Univerzity Karlovy dodnes — rotunda sv. Vaclava. Jak v dobé romén-
ské (12. + prvni polovina 13. stoleti) vypadalo jeji okoli, neni zndmo.
Vrstvy z té doby byly dosud zastizeny jen zfidka, ¢asto jsou poskozeny
pozdéjsimi terénnimi Upravami pfi vzniku kralovského mésta. Vime, ze
i zde byly pouzivany vétsi domy se zahloubenymi sklepy v dievéné po-
dobé, podobné jako na pozdéjsim Starém Meste, zadny vsak nemohl
byt prozkouman ve vétsim rozsahu.

Predtim, nez Premys| Otakar Il. (pradédecek Karla IV.) — krdl Zelezny
a zlaty” - sahal po cisarské koruné, hodlal zvelebit sidelni aglomeraci
pod svym sidelnim hradem a dodat ji lesku mést jizni a zépadni Evropy.
Dle kronikére v roce 1257 ,vyhnal” dosavadni obyvatele a nahradil je
némeckymi zamoznymi kolonisty, ktefi zde vystavéli nové, vyprojekto-
vané, vystavné kralovské mésto s opevnénim a prostornym centralnim
ndméstim. Oproti pfedpokladdm historikl pracujicich s archivnimi
prameny archeologie ukazuje, Ze do urbanismu nového mésta se pro-
mitly i nékteré urbanistické prvky z rané stfedovékého obdobi. Prostor
Malostranského ndmeésti dosud neni dostate¢né zndm na to, abychom
mohli porovnat jeho rané a vrcholné stfedovékou podobu a funkce
jeho jednotlivych ¢astf.

Cihdkovd Jarmila, PhDr.
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change is the task of further research. The oldest masonry monument
in Lesser Town dates back to the end of the 11th century and has
been preserved in a fragmented form thanks to a lucky coincidence
in the building of the MFF UK to our days - this is the rotunda of
St. Wenceslas. What its surroundings looked like in the Romanesque
era (12th and first half of the 13th century) is uncertain. Layers from
this period of time have been found rarely, and were often damaged
by later landscaping during the foundation of the royal city. We know
that larger wooden houses with dug-in cellars were standing here, the
same as later on in the Old Town, but none of them could be explored
to a greater extent.

Before Pfemysl Otakar Il (the great-grandfather of Charles IVV) — the“Iron
and Golden King” of Bohemia — attempted to reach for the imperial
crown, he had intended to improve the inhabited agglomeration
beneath his castle seat and add to it the shine of the cities of southern
and western Europe. According to a chronicler, in 1257 the King
"expelled”the then residents and replaced them with affluent German
colonists, who built here a new and well-designed royal town of
imposing architecture, including a fortification and a spacious central
square. Contrary to the historians’ presumptions based on archival
sources, archaeology shows that certain urbanistic elements from
the Early Middle Ages were reflected in the town planning of the new
city. The area of Malostranské Square nevertheless has not yet been
explored enough to compare its early and late medieval form and the
functions of its individual parts.

Cihdkovd Jarmila, PhDr.
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Archeologické vyzkumy na plose Malostranského ndmeésti (Cervené). Svétle cervené —
mél¢i archeologické sondy, které nedosdhly az k horizontu rané stredovékého osidlent.
NPU d.op. v Praze. | Archaeological research in the area of Malostranské Square (red).
Light red — shallow archaeological probes that have not reached the horizon of early
medieval settlement. NPU U.o.p. (National Heritage Institute) Prague.

Pamatky skryté pod dlazbou

NEJNOVEJSI VYZKUM HISTORICKEHO PODZEMi NAMESTI

Kromé viditelnych pamdtek se pod dlazbou ndmésti nalézaji

i pamdtky skryté, archeologické povahy. Pro jejich identifikaci

a zhodnoceni jsou takrka vylucnym zdrojem informaci
archeologické vyzkumy. Historické situace nalézajici se pod
dnesnim povrchem lIze chdpat jako pomysIny zdklad ¢i koreny
meésta. Tyto situace se sklddayji z fady cinnosti ¢lovéka vzniklych
historickych konstrukci, hlinitych uloZenin, zahloubenych objektd
¢i hrobd. UloZeniny a vyplné objekt(i obsahuji velké mnozstvi ndlezu
movité povahy. Obecné na né nelze nahlizet pouze jako na soubor
pamdtek, ale i jako na zdroj unikdtnich informaci, potrebnych pro
pozndni historie mésta v Sirokych souvislostech.

Na jare roku 2018 probéhla prvni etapa zjistovaciho archeologického
vyzkumu na hornim Malostranském nameésti, v jehoz rdmci byla prove-
dena sonda oznacena jako S1.

Vicholné stredovekd dlazba z opukovych
kamend odkrytd v hloubce 2m. Po této
dlazbé se chodilo ve 14. stoleti. Nad dlazbou
zdpadni a severni sténa sondy. © Jakub
Hlavaty, NPU G.op. v Praze, 2018 | High-
medieval (14th century) marlite stone

Archeologickd dokumentace v sondé S1
na hornim Malostranském ndmeésti. Foto
Jan Havrda, NPU G.op. v Praze, 2018.
Archaeological documentation in probe
ST in upper Malostranské Square. Photo
Jan Havrda, NPU G.0.p. in Prague, 2018

MALOSTRANSKE

pavement uncovered at a depqgth of 2m.
The pavement was used in the 14th century.
Above the pavement are the western
and northern walls of the probe. © Jakub
Hlavaty, NPU d.o.p. in Prague, 2018

Relics hidden beneath the cobblestones

LATEST RESEARCH OF THE HISTORICAL
UNDERGROUND OF THE SQUARE

Besides the visible historical monuments, there are also relics of
archaeological nature hidden underneath the paving of the square.
Archaeological excavations are practically the only source of information

as concerns the relics' identification and evaluation. The historical sites lying
under today’s surface can be perceived as the notional foundation or roots of
the city. These sites consist of a series of historical constructions built by men,
clay deposits, recessed objects and graves. Both the deposits and the structure
fillings contain large amounts of finds of movable character. Generally,

they cannot be viewed as only a set of relics, but also as a source of unique
information needed to discover the history of the city in a broader context.

In the spring of 2018, the first stage of the archaeological survey was
carried out in the upper Malostranské Square with a probe entitled ST.
Almost immediately after the removal of the present cobblestones,

exceptionally well preserved medieval terrain sites were discovered.
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Vychodni a jizni sténa sondy S1, upraveny fotomodel fezi zkoumanym souvrstvim
s vyznacenim zdkladnich sidlistnich situaci. © Jan Havrda a Jakub Hlavaty, NPU d.o.p.
v Praze, 2018. | The eastern and southern walls of the ST probe — a modified photo-model
of the investigated sites, indicating basic housing sites. NPU t.o.p. (National Heritage
Institute) Prague 2018.

Takika ihned po odstranénf soucasné dlazby byla odkryta vyjimec-
né dobfe dochované partie stfedovékych terénnich situaci. Doklady
0 uzivani prostoru v raném novovéku a stredoveku se zde nalézaji ne-
celych 40 cm pod vozovkou.

Novovék - zanikla infrastruktura vefejného prostranstvi

Pod nejmladsi dochovanou historickou dlazbou patrné z doby rene-
sance byl objeven drevény vodovod z vrtanych borovicovych klad,
spojovanych zeleznymi spojkami. Vedle vodovodu se nachazel stejné
orientovany cihlovy kanal. Oba tyty prvky souvisely se zaniklou kas-
nou, kterd stala v 18. stoleti, patrné i dive, v severni ¢asti horniho Ma-
lostranského nameésti, severné od troji¢niho sloupu. Kasna, vyznacena
i na nejstarsich pldnech Prahy, byla kratce pred rokem 1814 odstrané-
na. Je zndmo, Ze nejstarsi malostranské vodovody byly budovany jiz
v prabéhu 16. stolett.

Vrcholny stfredovék — namésti kralovského mésta
Archeologické doklady o vrcholné stfedovékém provozu na ndmésti
se nalézaji nehluboko pod soucasnym povrchem. Misty bylo v sondé

Zlomek ze zdobené keramické nddoby z 5. stol. pr. n. |, podkova ztracend na stredovékém
vefejném prostranstvi a rané stiedovéké keramické presleny. Foto Martin Kalisek, NPU
d.op. v Praze, 2018 | A piece of decorated ceramic pottery from the 5th century BC, the
horseshoe lost in the medieval public space and an early medieval ceramic spindle whorl.
Photo Martin Kalfsek, NPU d.0.p. in Prague, 2018.

Evidence of the spatial utilisation in the Early Modern Times and in the
Middle Ages may be found less than 40 cm beneath the street surface.

Modern Times - extinct infrastructure of public area

Under the youngest extant historical pavement, probably from the
Renaissance era, a wooden water pipe made of drilled pine logs
connected with iron joints was discovered. Along the water conduit
there was an equally oriented brick channel. Both these elements
related to the extinct fountain that stood in the 18th century and
probably even earlier in the northern part of the upper Malostranské
Square, north of the Holy Trinity Column. The fountain, which was
already featured in the oldest Prague plans, was removed shortly
before 1814. It is known that the oldest water pipelines in the Lesser
Town were built as far back as during the 16th century.

High Middle Ages - square of the royal city

Archaeological evidence of the high-medieval traffic in the square is
found close under the current surface. There were up to five stony
layers uncovered by the S1 probe. These included both the pavements
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S1 odkryto az pét kamenitych vrstev. Jednalo se jak o sklddané dlazby,
tak o kamenny posyp, kterym byl zpevnén mistni terén. Mezi dlazba-
mi a posypy se nalézaly polohy tmavé hliny s pfimési rozlozenych or-
ganickych latek, které vznikly provozem na stfredovékém prostranstvi
a vytvorily 1,5m vysoké souvrstvi. Obsahovaly zlomky keramiky, zvi-
feci kosti, Ulomky drev a ojedinéle i hiebiky, podkovy a odfezky kizi.
Dlazby a nalezy na nich vypovidaji o Zivoté na ndmeésti ve vrcholném
stiedoveku, v dobé po zalozeni Malé Strany (1257) jako vrcholné stre-
dovékého kralovského mésta s nové vymeérenymi parcelami, siti ulic
a centralnim vefejnym prostranstvim.

Rany stfedovék — opevnéné podhradi

V dobé, kdy se pod Prazskym hradem nalézalo mohutné opevnéné
podhradi, byl prostor pozdéjsiho ndmésti intenzivné osidlen. V son-
dé S1 byly odkryty rizné zahloubené objekty, ohnisté, vrstvicky uhli-
kl a dalsi doklady plsobeni ¢lovéka v 9. az 10. stoleti. Kromé zlomk
nadob v nich byly nalezeny i kulovité keramické presleny (setrvacniky
drevénych vieten) — pozlstatek po takové bézné cinnosti jako bylo
tkani latek.

Pravék

Pravéké osidlenf dokladaji v sondé S1 nalezy desftek drobnych zlomkd
silné omleté pravéké keramiky. Fragmenty nadob byly transportovany
z vyssich poloh smérem k Upati hradc¢anského ostrohu pfi geologic-
kych svahovych pohybech nezpevnénych uloZenin. Tyto nélezy jsou
zataditelné do Sirokého intervalu pozdni doba kamennd (eneolit) az
doba fimsk3, tj. 4500 pf. n. . = 200 n. |. s tim, Ze pouze nékolik zZlomkd
bylo mozné priradit presnéji, a to do obdobf laténu. V jednom pffpadé
— u vrstvy s vyraznym podilem rozloZzeného dfeva v hloubce vice nez
tfi metry — probéhl transport pouze na malou vzdalenost. Pozdstat-
ky pfipadnych domd z doby laténské, tj. obdobi, kdy zde Zili Keltové
(500-100 let pt. n. 1), je proto mozné hledat ve vyssich polohdch hrad-
¢anského svahu nedaleko od zkoumané sondy.

Jan Havrda
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and gravel strengthening the local terrain. Between the pavements
and the crushed stone were masses of dark soil with an admixture of
decomposed organic substances formed as a result of the traffic in
the medieval area, creating a 1.5m high geological formation. They
contained fragments of ceramics, animal bones, wood chips and, less
frequently, nails, horseshoes, and leather residues. The pavements and
the finds on them provide evidence of life in the square in the High
Middle Ages, in the era after the foundation of the Lesser Town (1257)
as a high-medieval royal town with new plot acreage, a street network
and a central public space.

Early Middle Ages - fortified settlement around the castle

In the times when there was a massively fortified settlement beneath
the Prague Castle, the area of the later square was intensely populated.
The S1 probe revealed various buried objects, fireplaces, carbon
layers, and other evidence of human activity in the 9th through to
10th centuries. In addition to the fragments of the pots, there were also
spherical ceramic whorls (flywheels of wooden spindles) — a remnant
of such a common activity as weaving.

Prehistory

Prehistoric settlement was documented by dozens of small fragments of
strongly worn-away prehistoric ceramics in the S1 probe. The fragments
of vessels were transported from higher positions towards the foot
of the Hradcany promontory during geological slope movements
of unconsolidated deposits. These finds can be classified into a wide
interval between the late Stone Age (Eneolithic) and the Roman period,
i.e.4500-200 BC, with only a few fragments attributable more accurately
to the La Tene era. In one case — concerning a layer with a significant
portion of decomposed wood at a depth of over three metres — the
transport took place only over a short distance. The remains of the
houses of the La Tene period, i.e. the times when the place was
inhabited by Celts (500-100 BC), may be searched at higher positions of
the Hradcany slope, not far from the investigated probe.

Jan Havrda
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Situovdni pavodniho sakrdiniho mista vcetné rotundy sv. Vdclava v prostoru ndmésti,
dnes pod ¢p. 2 (modfe) | Situation of the original sacral site, including the rotunda of
St. Wenceslas in the square, today beneath the house No. 2 (blue).

Pamatky skryté pod dlazbou

ROTUNDA SV. VACLAVA

Na dnesnim nédmeésti bylo od 10. stoleti centrum krestanského zivo-
ta prazského podhradi. Dnes ho prezentuje vrcholné barokni kostel
sv. Mikulase budovany od roku 1702 a dokonceny za vlddy Marie Te-
rezie v roce 1752. Ve své dobé byl moderni prestavbou starsi gotické
stavby méstského farniho kostela posvéceného roku 1283.

Pdvodni krestanské sakrdlni misto pro zdejsi osidleni vsak bylo po-
nékud severnéji od kostela sv. Mikuldse. Podafilo se ho objevit stan-
dardnim archeologickym vyzkumem v dobé prestavby sousedniho
velkého domu pro potfeby Matematiko-fyzikdIni fakulty Univerzity
Karlovy. Okolo poloviny 10. stoleti zde byl postaven drobny kruhovy
kostelik, z jehoz pdorysu se dochovala jen zapadni ¢ast kruhové lodi.
Hmotné ho prezentuje ¢ast kruhu seskladaného z plochych opuko-
vych kamen s plynulou, opracovanou vnitfni hranou ve tvaru pravi-
delné kruznice o primeéru 4 metry. Nejspise se jedna o nejspodnéjsi
radek zakladového zdiva vymezuijici obrys interiéru. Patrné byl z piety
ponechan na misté. Jako pojivo dalsiho, jiz odstranéného fadku ka-
mend, slouzil zluty jil. Stavba byla pokryta hlinénou omitkou natfenou

Pohled do lodi rotundy od severu. Foto Libor Smutka, 2005.
View of the nave from the north. Photo by Libor Smutka, 2005

Relics hidden beneath the cobblestones

ROTUNDA OF ST. WENCESLAS

Today's square has been the centre of Christian life of the inhabitants of
the area beneath the Prague Castle since the 10th century. This feature
is nowadays illustrated by the Baroque Church of St. Nicholas, the
construction of which began in 1702 and was completed under the
reign of Maria Theresa in 1752. At that time, it represented a modern
rebuilding of the older Gothic city parish church consecrated in 1283.

The original Christian sacral site of the local dwellers was nevertheless
somewnhat to the north of the Church of St. Nicholas. It was discovered
during a standard archaeological survey being carried out during
the renovation of a large neighbouring building and the adaptation
thereof to the needs of the Faculty of Mathematics and Physics of
Charles University. The small circular church was built around the
middle of the 10th century. Only the western part of the circular nave
has been preserved to date, being materially represented by a section
of a circle consisting of flat marlstones with a smooth and worked
inner edge in the shape of a regular circle with a diameter of 4 meters.
It is probably the bottom row of the church masonry foundation
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Pozustatky kostelika T z doby okolo poloviny 10. stoleti: kruh z kamend a zbytky cervené
natirané hlinéné omitky. Martin Miller, Miroslav Durica, 2016 | Remains of the first church
dating back to around the mid-10th century: a circle of stones and remains of red-painted
clay plaster. Martin Mdiller, Miroslav Durica, 2016.

Cervenou zelezitou barvou. Doba vzniku kostelika je blizkd dobé, kdy
bylo ze Staré Boleslavi na Prazsky hrad prevazeno télo knizete Vaclava,
zavrazdéného v roce 935. Trasa prévodu vedla jisté prostorem dnes-
niho namésti. Pfesné roky prevozu téla ani vzniku kostelika znamy
nejsou. Translace spolu s popisem zazrakd se stala soucasti svatovac-
lavskych legend. Oboje bylo nezbytnou podminkou pro svatoreceni
knizete, ktery se vyznamné za svého Zivota zaslouzil o preZiti ceské-
ho statu v neklidnych ¢asech. Mimo jiné i tim, Ze na Hradé zaloZil ro-
tundu sv. Vita odkazujici svym tvarem na zépadoevropsky archetyp
v Cachéch.

Jak dlouho fungoval drobny kostelik z poloviny 10. stoleti, nelze urcit.
V jisté dobé ho nahradil kamenny kostel zdény na maltu. Dochovaly
se z néj stavebni kameny, vcetné okénka, pozdéji rozldmaného a vy-
uzitého jako kamennd surovina. Také malované interiérové omitky.
Zdokumentovana byla i ¢ast jeho stavenisté s jdgmou na vapno. Jeho
existence je nesporng, jeho architektonickou formu ani parametry vsak
nelze nijak blize specifikovat.

Na konci 11. stoleti byl druhy kostel nahrazen dalsi sakralni stavbou.
Byla ji romanskd rotunda, kterd se tak stala tfetim kostelem na témze
misté. Tato tretf kostelni budova vstoupila do legendy sepsané na po-
¢atku 13. stoleti jako na pamatku zézraku zbudovany kostel, ktery tu stal
,az do dnesniho dne” Byla zasvécena sv. Véaclavu a z doby Rudolfa I,

Nejstarsi praZsky architektonicky ¢ldnek vné Hradu: okénko z kostela 2. Rozldmané bylo
pouzito do vyplné vykopu pro zdklad rotundy. Sylvie Svatosovd (kresba), Martin Miiller
(foto), Miroslav Durica, 2016 | The oldest Prague architectural element outside the
Castle: a window of the second church. The fragments of the window were used to fill
the excavation for the rotunda foundations. Sylvie Svatosovd (drawing), Martin Miller
(photo), Miroslav Durica, 2016.

defining the shape of the interior. The church was apparently left in
place out of piety. The yellow clay served as a binder for the next,
already removed row of stones. The building was covered with a clay
plaster painted in red ferric paint. The church was founded around
the time when the body of Duke Wenceslas, murdered in 935, was
transported from Stard Boleslav to the Prague Castle. The route of
the procession certainly led through the area of today’s square.
The precise years of the body’s transportation and the church’s
foundation are nevertheless unknown. The translation together with
the description of various miracles became a part of the St. Wenceslas
legends. They were both a prerequisite for canonisation of the duke
who, in his lifetime, was instrumental in the survival of the Czech state
in the turbulent era — among other things, by founding the rotunda
of St. Vitus at the Prague Castle, referring by its shape to the Western
European archetype in Aachen.

It cannot be determined how long the small church from the middle
of the 10th century served. Sometime later it was replaced by a stone
church built of stones and mortar. Its building blocks including
a window, later broken and used as stone raw material, and its painted
interior plasterwork have been preserved. A part of its construction
site with a lime pit has been documented too. The existence of this
church is indisputable, although its architectural form and parameters
cannot be specified in greater detail.
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Situovdni dlazby pred schodem do apsidy. Modre dochované maltové loZe dlazby, svétle
Sedd zdkladové zdivo, tmavé sedé nadzemn( zdivo. Martin Miiller, Miroslav Durica, 2006.
Pavement in front of the stair leading to the apse. Preserved mortar bed of the paving
in blue, foundation masonry in light grey, above-ground masonry in dark grey. Martin
Muiller, Miroslav Durica, 2006.

okolo roku 1600, pochdzi jeji castecné vyobrazeni. Nejspise plnila tlo-
hu velkofarniho kostela. Ve 13. stoleti jeji rozméry jiz nepostacovaly,
byla nahrazena gotickym kostelem sv. Mikuldse a nadéle slouzila jako
hibitovni kaple. Brzy po bitvé na Bilé hote byla v roce 1628 razantné
prestavéna a v roce 1684 zcela zanikla. Az v roce 2004 jeji zbytky znovu
odkryl archeologicky vyzkum.

Rotunda sestavala z kruhové lodi o vnitinim prdméru 6,6 m, k niz se
na vychodé pfipojovala kruhova apsida s oltafem. V historické Praze
dodnes stoji tfi rotundy, minimalné tfi dalsi zanikly. Z rotundy sv. Vac-
lava se dochovalo zdkladové zdivo a tfi fragmenty zdiva nadzemniho.
Stavba rotundy byl logisticky naro¢ny pocin, ktery zacinal geometric-
kym projektem a vytyc¢ovacim plénem. Zadny rozmér nebyl ndhodny,
vsechny rozmeéry byly provazény prendsenim a odvozovéanim. Stavbu
zajistovala stavebni hut z cizi zemé, dodnes se jeji plvod nepodafilo
identifikovat. Hut poloZila i podlahu z keramickych dlazdic tzv. vyse-
hradského typu. Tento typ podlahy je spojovén s vyjimecnou historic-
kou udalosti, k niz v Praze doslo v roce 1086 — s korunovaci knizete Vra-
tislava Il. na krale, prvniho krale v premyslovské dynastii. Nejspise k té
prilezitosti byl na Vysehradé postaven kostel s podlahou z Sestibokych
reliéfnich dlazdic s figurdlnimi motivy a z glazovanych trojuhelnikd.

' 'h-—-.
Keramickd reliéfni dlazba vysehradského typu zkonce 11. stoleti. Foto Martin Frouz, kresba
Martin Miller, 2016 | Ceramic relief tiles of the Viysehrad type from the end of the 11th
century. Photo by Martin Frouz, drawing by Martin Miller, 2016.

At the end of the 11th century, the second church was replaced by
another sacred structure. [t was a Romanesque rotunda, which became
the third church in the same place since the mid-10th century. This
third church building entered into a legend written at the beginning of
the 13th century as a reminder of the miracle of the church, which had
stood here “to this day” The rotunda was consecrated to St. Wenceslas.
It was documented by its partial portrayal in a picture dating back
to the period of the rule of Rudolf Il, sometime around 1600. It most
likely fulfilled the role of a parochial church. In the 13th century, its
dimensions were no longer sufficient, therefore being replaced by the
Gothic Church of St. Nicholas, and it continued to serve as a cemetery
chapel. It was transformed in 1628 soon after the Battle of White
Mountain and ceased to exist in 1684. Its remains were revealed
during an archaeological survey in 2004.

The rotunda consisted of a circular nave with an internal diameter of
6.6 m, to which a circularapse with an altar was attached in the east. There
are three rotundas in Prague that have remained to date, at least three
others have disappeared. The masonry foundation and three fragments
of the above-ground masonry have been preserved from the rotunda
of St. Wenceslas. The construction of the rotunda was a logistically
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Sestiboké dlazdice tohoto typu dosud nebyly jinde v Evropé objeveny.
Témeér stejna podlaha byla polozena i v rotundé sv. Véaclava, jen rejstrik
motiv( se zmensil ze 4 na 2 — na dvojici lev a bajny ptak gryf. Také
vytvarné provedeni reliéfdl je odlisng, detaily viak jsou shodné. Cast
podlahy lodi, pfiblizné pét procent z jeji plochy, se dochovala pfimo
na misté — v plvodni skladbé, jak ji polozili femeslnici pred koncem
11. stoleti.

Unikatni nalez keramické reliéfni podlahové dlazby byl podnétem
k prezentaci rotundy formou muzealni expozice v ¢p. 2, pristupné né-
kolikrat do roka (viz webové stranky Matematicko-fyzikéIni fakulty Uni-
verzity Karlovy). Doprovodné panely v chodbé jsou pristupné volné.
Prezentaci rotundy spolu se zpracovanim a vyhodnocenim archeolo-
gického zachranného vyzkumu umoznil projekt podporeny grantem
z Islandu, Lichtenstejnska a Norska, ¢islo EHP-CZ06-OV-1-026-2014,
financovany z EHP a Norskych fondd& 2009-2014. Viysledek projektu
byl v roce 2017 ocenén cenou Patrimonium pro futuro a pozdéji cenou
2018 Cena Evropské unie pro kulturni dédictvi/ Europa Nostra.
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challenging task, beginning with a geometric design and staking
it out. There were no random dimensions, all of them were ensured
by transmission and derivation. The construction was carried out by
a foreign stone masonry workshop that has not been identified precisely
yet. The stone masonry workshop also laid the floor of ceramic tiles of
what is known as the Vysehrad type. This type of floor is associated with
an exceptional historical event, which occurred in Prague in 1086 - the
coronation of Duke Vratislaus I, the first king in the Pfemyslid dynasty.
It was probably on this occasion that a church with a floor of hexagonal
embossed tiles with figurative motifs and glazed triangles was built at
Vysehrad. Hexagonal tiles of this type have not been found elsewhere in
Europe. AlImost the same floor was laid in the rotunda of St. Wenceslas,
only the number of its pictured motifs shrunk from 4 to 2 — a lion and
a mythical griffin. The artwork of the reliefs is different too, though the
details are the same. Part of the nave floor (5% of its surface) has been
preserved in its original place and in its original composition as the
craftsmen laid it towards the end of the 11th century.

The unique find of the ceramic relief flooring preserved in the
composition as laid shortly before 1100is a great opportunity to present
the rotunda in the form of a museum exhibition, which is accessible
several times a year in the house No. 2 (see the MFF UK website).
The accompanying panels in the corridor are accessible year-round.
The rotunda presentation, along with the processing and evaluation
of the archaeological rescue survey, have been enabled thanks to the
project supported by a grant from Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway
No. EEA-CZ06-OV-1-026-2014, funded by EEA and Norwegian Funds
2009-2014.The outcome of the project was awarded the Patrimonium
pro futuro in 2017 and later, in 2018, by the Prize of the European Union
for Cultural Heritage / Europa Nostra.
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