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The Lesser Town of Prague in the Tenth  
and Eleventh Centuries

Jarmila Čiháková

In the tenth century, Prague was an im-
portant crossroads of transcontinental European 
trade routes and the seat of the empire of the 
Boleslavs. In his ‘official report’ to the Caliph of 
Córdoba, preserved in later redactions, Ibrahim 
ibn Yaqub al-Turtushi, an Arabic intellectual of 
Jewish origin (Třeštík 2001, 111–112), referred to 
it as the town of Fraga. The journey was under-
taken in 961–962 or 965–966 (Charvát 1998, 62), at 
the end of the reign of Duke Boleslav I (935–972) 
from the Přemysl Family and shortly before the 
enthronement of his son Boleslav II (972–999). His 
designation of Prague as a ‘town’ points to the im-
portance of Prague within the Bohemian Duchy in 
the tenth century, its prosperity and likely social 
composition as well as its characteristic attributes 
such as a fortification. On the occasion of the mil-

lennial anniversary of Ibrahim’s journey, his text 
was confronted with the results of the long-term 
archaeological and geological research of the his-
torical centre of Prague. Ibrahim characterised the 
town with the following specifications: the town 
was built of stone and mortar above a  river; it is 
smaller than a  town and larger than a  village; it 
has a  market with everything necessary for trav-
ellers and locals; a large naturally fortified fortress 
rises above it (or in the elevated part); in the for-
tress (or in the town?) is a well with water flowing 
on its surface, which crosses the lower part of the 
town; it is visited by foreign merchants; saddles, 
reins, and shields are produced there. Ibrahim’s 
observations correspond to the results of the ar-
chaeological excavations in the case of the physi-
cal relief at the southern foothill of Prague Castle. 

Fig. 1.	 Prague – Lesser Town, area fortified at the beginning of the ninth century at the latest, pre-Bořivoj peri-
od: points 7, 6, 19 – ditch; point 15 – wall of wood and clay; point 14 – interpretation as wall uncertain; B – vanished 
island; C – former flood plain; D – silted river arm, bearing water during floods; a, a´ – iron working; blue – brooks and 
marshes. (Graphics M. Ďurica, after a map by the Prague Institute of Planning and Development.)
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We can conclude that the description of the town 
of Prague, as given in the Arabic transcription 
from the fifteenth century (Lewicki 1971, 697–698), 
complies with the situation in what is today the 
centre of the Lesser Town. The agglomeration re-
ferred to as the ‘town of Prague’ would, therefore, 
be situated on the left bank of the Vltava River 
(Čiháková, Zavřel 1996; 1997).

The nucleus of today’s Lesser Town 
spreads across the steep southern slope of the 
Hradčany spur, in the valley on the northern slope 
of Petřín Hill and the adjacent flat strip of land that 
gently slopes east towards the river. It is situated at 
least 6 m above the river surface and is therefore 
completely safe from catastrophic floods. The set-
tlement dates back to prehistory and has been con-
tinuously settled since the eighth century AD. The 
total area was smaller than it is today; the previous 
river branch with two isles and the floodplain were 
covered by early modern embankments and the 

bank was situated further to the east (Fig. 1). The 
east river bank consisted of long and even grav-
el-sand terraces (Fig. 2). Contrary to the left bank, 
only terrace VIIa at a  distance of 470  m from the 
river was safe from floods; today the south-east-
ern part of Old Town Square is situated there. The 
western terraces only show numerous funerary 
finds from the ninth and tenth centuries. Since the 
eleventh century, there is evidence of settlements 
and workshops that culminated in the 1230s with 
the establishment of the Old Town of Prague. In 
the tenth century, according to some scholars, the 
spacious plains of the river terraces on the right 
bank were also used by trade and slave-trade car-
avans as a  campsite and were isolated from the 
local inhabitants but in sight of and accessible 
by the military garrison at Prague Castle, which 
would have offered protection for the caravans 
(Ječný et al. 1984, 212, 215–217). On the right bank 
of the Vltava River was a self-organised market for 
long-distance trade (op. cit., 220).

Fig. 2. General structure of the 
Prague Basin in the tenth century; 
left river bank: fortified town inclu-
ding the castle and western bailey 
– the seat of the oldest Přemyslids; 
right river bank with flat terraces 
(brown, after Hrdlička 2000; Zavřel 
2006) and cemeteries. Both terra-
ces (the northern one and terrace 
VIIa) were flood land. The second 
fortress of Vyšehrad in the south, 
was founded in the last third of the 
tenth century. 
(Authors J. Čiháková, T. Cymbalak, 
graphics M. Ďurica, after a map by 
the Prague Institute of Planning 
and Development).
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In the 960s, Prague’s centre of power most 
likely consisted of the fortified Prague Castle, 
a  fortified town beneath it and an ‘outer bailey’ 
west of the castle (Blažková et al. 2015). In addi-
tion, there were settlement units around this town, 
and on the opposite bank of the river there were 
flat cemeteries and campsites of trade caravans. In 
the last third of the tenth century, the centre was 
enlarged by the fortified Vyšehrad – the second 
stronghold of Prague, which guarded the Prague 
basin from the south (Varadzin 2010, 545).

The early medieval history of Lesser Town 
has been systematically studied by archaeological 
rescue excavations, which have been conducted 
almost exclusively on construction sites since 1979. 
However, constructions without building permits 
have not been supervised in the busy historical 
town centre of Prague. Since 1965, the author’s in-
stitution, which specialises in the research of the 
Lesser Town, has conducted 446 different excava-
tions in today’s cadastre of the Lesser Town; in most 
cases for repairs to underground utilities or recon-
structions and new constructions of underground 
facilities. Only about a  fifth of these have provid-
ed finds from the tenth and eleventh centuries. 
The research strategy aims to obtain the largest 
possible amount of vertical sections to record the 
maximum number of relations between individual 
sediments and to preserve the option to repeatedly 
verify these relations. Due to the large intensity of 
settlement activities in the Early Middle Ages, it is 
necessary to dismantle the layers without leaving 
control blocks that would hide key relationships. 
The sections are dismantled in grown layers. The 
layers are usually from 2 mm to about 10 cm thick, 
mostly 2–3 cm. The archaeological excavation 
used to be accompanied by a  geological survey 
of the naturally grown terrain and of the natural 
events within anthropogenetic stratigraphy. While 
the overall surface of the conducted archaeologi-
cal excavations is still small and the trenches are 
scattered (until 2006 see Čiháková, Havrda 2008, 
Fig.  14), we were able to obtain basic information 
on the early medieval Lesser Town, its appearance 
as well as its historical development and the tech-
nologies used there. The gradual study of the site 
has been accompanied by a number of summaris-
ing contributions (Ječný et al. 1984; Čiháková 1992; 
1999; Čiháková et al. 2000; 2001, in German; most 
recently Čiháková, Havrda 2008).

The natural conditions of what is today 
Lesser Town, with accessible water resources and 
high-quality raw materials, were favourable for the 
settlement and have been exploited since prehis-
tory. Production activities were of importance not 

only as resources of high-quality pottery clay but 
also of iron ore and building stone at the foot of 
Petřín Hill (Zavřel et al. 2012, 22–31). The chang-
es in the physical relief of Lesser Town, as proven 
by the detailed archaeological and geological re-
search, are so vast that they rule out the complete 
study or reconstruction of the original state of the 
raw materials or of the original physical relief. In 
the ninth, tenth and thirteenth centuries, the orig-
inal soil was completely removed in many places. 
The area below the castle was cramped; sometimes 
it is described as a ‘furrow’ or as the ‘Lesser Town 
Amphitheatre’. The river reached further to the 
west than it does today (for the first time in archae-
ology: Hrdlička 1972, 644); the settled area could be 
enlarged only southwards to the river. The phys-
ical relief was much more dynamic and showed 
greater differences in height and various subsoil 
types: clay taluses, hillwash sands and sediments 
in standing waters of different ages.

The sources for the study of the area of 
the Lesser Town by the end of the ninth century 
were radically reduced as a  consequence of the 
construction of large fortification systems at the 
time of the first dukes from the Přemysl family. 
Despite this, we were able to prove that the for-
tified Lesser Town, as a part of the tenth-century 
Prague power centre, contained older structures. 
A six m deep V-shaped ditch confirmed the indica-
tions of a fortification before 885 (the first written 
mention of Prague in connection with the first his-
torically attested Přemyslid – Duke Bořivoj).

First, the ditch bottom was filled with 
two layers and then lined with wood. Grains from 
this time provided the radiocarbon date of AD 
770–885, which unequivocally belonges to the pre-
Bořivoj era. Findings related to this fortification 
have within the early medieval periodisation re-
cently been referred to as ‘ditch 1’ (Čiháková 2001; 
2002). They delimit a  small area of about seven 
hectares at the river, although it is a  solidly for-
tified one (Fig. 1). According to one of a  few vari-
ant interpretations, it could have been a  customs 
house, similar to those that were operating in 
Charlemagne’s Frankish Empire and described in 
sparse reports from the realm of international and 
transcontinental trade. The fortified area and its 
western neighbourhood contain intact situations 
with pottery from the eighth and the first half of 
the ninth century accompanied by iron ore and 
traces of iron processing (Fig. 1: a). According to 
one geochemist, it cannot be excluded that it was 
the tradition of roasting iron ores that is reflected 
in the place name ‘Praha’ (< pražiti ‘to roast’: Zavřel 
1997).
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Written sources localise the land of 
Prague at the end of the ninth century within the 
Přemyslid domain and describe the castle as the 
centre of Přemyslid power. Sometime around 900, 
the settlement south of the castle underwent sig-
nificant changes. The former small fortification 
was replaced by a  larger settlement enclosed by 
carefully constructed walls of wood and earth (Fig. 
3). The fortification of the Lesser Town around 900 
was first proven in 1994 and since that time, fur-
ther traces of the old walls have been found. The 
fortified area ended in Hellichova Street in the 
south with an outer strip of a  mighty ditch (Fig. 
3: H, points 9–11). Today, it has become clear that 
the early medieval Přemyslid fortification of the 
Lesser Town underwent a  more complicated de-
velopment, changing in size over time, and its ap-
pearance cannot yet be reconstructed in full detail 
(most recently Čiháková 2009c; Havrda, Tryml 
2013, 51–63). Since one of the fortification lines 
from the time around 900 led around the south-
ern part of Malostranské náměstí (Malostranské 
Square), which can be referred to as the ‘inner for-

tification’ – Fig. 3: F), it is not clear, whether the 
fortified part south of this line (Fig. 3: G) is the 
result of a gradual expansion in the course of the 
tenth century or a  trace of the original structure 
of the fortified formation.

The remains of the fortification are lack-
ing in the north, adjacent to the castle. The steep 
and rocky slope between the castle and the town 
in itself forcefully divided both areas in a  natural 
way. The western border of the fortified area of the 
Lesser Town has not yet been detected. The fortifi-
cation line is directed towards a geomorphological 
barrier in the vicinity of today’s ramp (Ke Hradu 
Street; Fig. 3: d) preventing a  direct connection to 
the fortified area of the western bailey, the later 
town of Hradčany (Blažková et al. 2015), with the 
fortified settlement of the Lesser Town. However, 
their walls could not connect at this place. It is 
improbable that the fortification wall changed its 
course there, which would have been required in 
order to continue the fortified area of the Lesser 
Town westwards to the area called Strahov (this 

Fig. 3. 	 Prague – Lesser Town, fortified area in the tenth century, scaled down; A – Prague Castle; E – traditional cen-
tre – fortified area at the time of the first historically attested Přemyslids around 900; F – inner fortification line: points 
7, 16, 6, 5 and 3 – ditch; 7, 1, 8 – fortification wall; 4 – Land Registry No. 259: entrance to the town from the west and 
south; G – southern ‘expansion’; H – outer fortification line, dating unknown, dismantled before 1150: points 9, 10, 11 – 
ditch; 11 – wall; J – bailey fortification; K – eastern neighbourhood of Strahov, not excavated; b – Land Registry Number 
158, probably the entrance to the town from the east; c – Land Registry Number 154, excavation of a part of the stone 
path; d – rock; dotted – assumed access roads to the town. (Authors J. Čiháková, J. Havrda, graphics M. Ďurica,  
J. Hlavatý.)
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place name is connected with the word ostraha 
meaning ‘guard’ and an abbey has been situated 
there since the twelfth century). We can instead 
think of the connection of the western bailey and 
the favourably shaped area surrounding the hospi-
tal Pod Petřínem. The minimum building activities 
around Strahov Monastery, which is surrounded 
by orchards and parks, do not, however, offer op-
portunities for the archaeological research of this 
peripheral part of the Lesser Town. A unique small 
excavation (House Land Registry No. 321; Fig. 1: a´) 
delivered a  stratigraphic sequence of inclined re-
deposited slope debris from the tenth century that 
had covered an iron furnace from the ninth centu-
ry, thereby proving that this area had been used for 
metallurgical activities (Havrda, Čiháková 1996).

The fortification consisted of a  ditch and 
a wall of earth, stones, and wooden framing in the 
shape of grids densely placed one above the other 
(Čiháková 2009c, 6–16). A complete section of the 
tenth-century fortification appeared in Josefská 
Street, House Land Registry No. 42/III on the ‘inner 
fortification’ line (Fig. 3: 7 on line F; Fig. 4). In front 
of the 7.8 m wide wall, preserved up to 0.75 m, was 
a 9.7 m wide and 2.7 deep ditch (op. cit., 7; in detail: 
Čiháková 2001, 94–109). The south of the area was 
fortified on the outside by a  5.5 m wide wall, of 
which 1.2 m comprised the stone facade; the ditch 
was 17–19 m wide and deeper than 6.3 m (Havrda, 
Tryml 2006; 2013, 54–63; Fig. 3: 11 on line H). On 
the east side along the river arm, the remains of 
a wall were detected in a single place, beneath the 
courtyard of Wallenstein (Valdštejn) Palace (Fig. 
3: 8). Although almost entirely destroyed, a  small 
surface area of 3 m2 was preserved; the wall was 
dismantled to its foundations in the tenth century.

The fortification had gates, two of which, 
dated to the tenth century, have been found. The 
north-eastern gate (Fig. 3: b) was accessed by 
a  stone road across a  former river arm, the level 
of which was often raised by flood deposits and 
renewed. Its position most probably links it to 
a  Vltava crossing in today’s Klárov – a  ford at to-
day’s Mánesův most (Mánes Bridge) – to access the 
town from the east. This traditional road, which 
must have been in use at least since the tenth cen-
tury, disappeared during the natural disasters of 
the second half of the thirteenth century. Today, 
the ground level of the tenth century is to be found 
10.4 m below today’s surface and 7  m below the 
groundwater surface (Fig. 3: c). Since the strati-
graphic sequence is directed towards the site of 
the twelfth-century Romanesque stone gate (Fig. 
3: b), it can be assumed to be a wooden predecessor 
to this building.

The second gate was found in the south 
(Fig. 3: 4) and would have served as an entrance 
from the west and south. Those arriving walked 
from the south around the raised site of Strahov 
and descended by a  brook valley along the east-
ern outer fortification (line F). After crossing 
the brook and passing through the gate (Land 
Registry No. 259), a  marsh had to be crossed via 
what was at least a  34 m long bridge (Fig. 5: D. 
8, between points 4–e). Water features that dis-
appeared in the Middle Ages and were rediscov-
ered by archaeological excavations – a  pond in 
the Tržiště Street and to the north of it, a  marsh 
in the south-west corner of the modern square – 
played a  key role in the demarcation and fortifi-
cation of the town. At the same time, a  parallel 
could be drawn to other Slav centres of the time, 
whose defence depended on the water regime. 
The complete ground plan of the gate has been 
lost. In front of the entrance to the bridge, was 
a  solid wooden construction (Fig. 5: A, B) on the 
shore of the muddy marsh, which was damaged in 
the first half of the tenth century and is referred 
to as the ‘strategic building’ (Čiháková 1997; 2001). 
The analysis of the field documentation has, for 
the first time, shown a  more demanding type 
of building in tenth-century Prague that used 
a  building pit (Fig. 5: A). The tub-shaped pit was 
sunk 0.9 m deep into the muddy sediments of the 
marsh while the talus of the raised bank showed 
a  two-part wall that reached 1.6 m deep. Beneath 
the perimeter of the next wooden building phase, 
the pit filling was condensed by adding sand and 
improved the underlay of the wooden construc-
tion rested. By filling the pit up to 0.7–1 m, a plat-
form paved with stones (Fig. 5: A. 6) was created, 
on which the building of a  rectangular half-log 
construction, which formed the basis of a  3.8 m 
wide and more than 6 m long east-west-oriented 
building. The construction consisted of a number 
of narrow and high chambers (Fig. 5: B) built 
in the same way as the log foundations of the 
earth-wooden wall on Land Registry No. 42/III. 
The frames and the chambers only had 36 walls; 
the fourth is demonstrably missing. The position 
of the building on the sloping marsh bank, the 
posts in the marsh and the roadways on the op-
posite side of the marsh (Fig. 5: D. e) a low bridge 
indicate that the building stood at the entrance to 
a low bridge, something like a bridge tower, from 
which the bridge would have continued through 
the marsh to the fortified area (Čiháková, Müller 
2008; Fig. 5: D). In front of the outer wall of a con-
struction adjacent to this ‘strategic building’, in 
the neighbourhood of the marsh passage, three 
wooden roadways were found above each other 
(Cymbalak, Podliska 2009; Fig. 5: D. f ).
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Fig. 4. 	 Prague – Lesser Town, section of the fortification; A – Josefská Street Land Registry Number 42, point 7 
on line F; B – Nebovidská Street Land Registry Number 459, point 11 on line H. 1 – older ditch (point 7 of image 1);  
2 – tenth-century ditches (4A) or more probably from the tenth or eleventh century (4B); 3–5 – wall; 6 – renovation 
of the inner façade (4A), 7 – subsoil. (Authors M. Müller, J. Čiháková, J. Havrda, graphics M. Ďurica.)
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Fig. 5.	 Prague – Lesser Town, Malostranské Square, Land Registry Number 259, tower-like building or bridge foot 
(?) – ‘strategic building’ on the outer side of the marsh at the entrance to the town, point 4 on fortification line F; 
A – section of the foundation pit and structure in the foundation pit after it was partially filled with denser material; 
B – reconstruction of the wooden structure; C – two wooden roadways above each other in point e; D – marsh in the 
south-west corner of the town; a low bridge (4) led to the north-west bank of the marsh with preserved fragments of 
a series of three wooden roadways (e); f – Land Registry Number 260 (excavation by J. Podliska and T. Cymbalak), 
smaller sections of three roads leading to various directions with routes reconstructed according to the orientation of 
the boards. Caption: 1 – subsoil taluses; 2 – subsoil muddy sediments; 3 –stabilisation of the foundation pit on the pe-
rimeter using sand; 4 – lower part of the backfill of the foundation pit; 5 – backfill of the wooden structure; 6 – intentio-
nally adjusted platform of the wooden structure; 7 – yellow: excavated banks of the marsh; 8 – bridge between points 
4–e. (Graphics M. Ďurica.)
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The third entrance to the town is expect-
ed to be at the end of the wooden bridge across the 
Vltava River, which was mentioned in Christianus’ 
St Wenceslas Legends from the end of the tenth 
century (for a discussion see Třeštík 1997, 131–136). 
The bridge would surely have had a gate. Its traces 
will have been completely destroyed by vast land-
scaping in connection with the later Judith stone 
bridge in the twelfth century and Charles Bridge 
in the fourteenth century.

The fortification, gates and bridge pre-
determined the extent and the structure of the 
settlement with streets lined with wood and log 
houses, which at that time were the standard type 
of dwelling. It has not yet been possible to uncover 
a single house in its entirety, not even a single room. 
However, fragments of multi-roomed houses with 
interior walls of wattle and thin posts inside have 
been found. The rooms had floors from wooden 
boards and a – probably open – fireplace. Frequent 
finds of diabase in the vicinity of the house point 
to the still unknown use of this material. Some 

fireplaces show a  thin layer of river pebbles be-
neath the daub, which sometimes contained 
shards of kitchen ware (Thunovská Land Registry 
No. 192 – fireplace with an iron-making area). 
Close to the fireplace in one of the log houses in 
Josefská Street (Fig 6: g1), a pit with ashes covered 
with a  stone was found, which was later replaced 
by a  0.4 m high sunken vessel filled with ashes. 
In the vicinity of the same fireplace, in the interi-
or, by the wall, was a  characteristic, pear-shaped 
silo, more than 2.6 m deep embedded in the hard 
talus soils. Changes came about sometime in the 
first half of the tenth century when the silo was 
partially filled and changed into a  cellar beneath 
the floor at a depth of about 0.9 m. During the con-
struction of the cellar, the floor appears to have 
been disinfected by burning, leaving huge layers 
with ashes. The cellar will also have insulated the 
boards on the cellar floor. Another type of feature 
beneath the room floor was discovered in a house 
in the southern neighbourhood (Fig. 6: g2). Below 
the floor of one of the building phases, we dis-
covered a  more than 4.4 m long and 0.5 m deep 

Fig. 6.	 Prague – Lesser Town, indications of urban planning in the east part of the town centre in the first half of 
the tenth century; a network of beams beneath a public space (k) was discovered in a narrow trench (orange) with a 
deep chamber on its western end (l); a turning at right angles at the place in the direction of today’s Josefská Street 
(h) and an almost identically oriented turning in today’s Karmelitská Street (the excavation was 0.2 m wide); position of 
a part of the rooms of two residential houses in the neighbourhood of Josefská Street (g1, g2 – Land Registry No. 626; 
another house in the row was not processed); ind of three wooden roadways above each other (j – Land Registry No. 
271). Captions: 1 – direction and minimum length of the wooden ways and the square; north of point h were two isola-
ted interventions beneath the shallow ditch bottom in Josefská Street; 2 – double tower of the Gothic Charles Bridge 
(Romanesque south wall, northern one from the fifteenth century. (Authors J. Čiháková, M. Müller, graphics M. Ďurica).
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ditch-like feature, which on the surface appeared 
as a  0.9–0.6 m and 0.7–0.4 m wide strip at the 
bottom. The ditch filled with soft soil containing 
a  large amount of woody material was framed on 
one side with a wattle wall, the function of which 
we are not able to determine. On the other hand, 
the function of a small wooden box in a bowl-like 
pit beneath the ground, as found in the courtyard 
of the palace in Land Registry Number 17 (Fig. 3: 
8) and in other spots in Prague, is evident.

The detailed research of fragments of 
two rooms under the floor of the basement of the 
school at Land Registry No. 626 in Josefská Street 
(Fig. 6: g1, g2) has contributed the find of sunken 
building pits (Čiháková 2008a). The bottom of 
the building pit was flat in all cases although not 
as even as an interior floor. It was only accessible 
for a brief moment during the construction of the 
house. Usually, it was inclined, not maintained, 
and in two cases was stepped and in one case was 
wavy. Since the grown layers have not been pre-
served in the exterior, it was impossible to esti-
mate the usual depth of a building pit beneath the 
surrounding terrain. The stratigraphically oldest 
pits are about 0.4–0.5 m below the subsoil surface. 
In two cases, the depth of the building pit below 
the floor surface (0.36 and 0.39 m) could be deter-
mined. In this way, the boards were slightly sunken 
in relation to the exterior but there is no exact data 
available. The backfill of the building pit consisted 
of a layer sequence or of a single layer; in all cases, 
a  material quite familiar to the environment of 
early medieval settlements. Parts of the backfill in-
cluded short pieces of beams and half logs serving 
as groundwork for statically demanding log joints 
used in the house constructions. It was impossible 
to determine the room dimensions. The largest 
documented room was (4 + x) × (4.3 + x) m, a room 
in the neighbouring house (3.7 + x) × (3.5 + x) m.

The number of building phases of the ex-
amined buildings is remarkable. The evaluation of 
the dense net of sections in Josefská Street Land 
Registry No. 626 revealed 5–6 consequent renova-
tions from around 900 to 1050. Each of the renova-
tions had an individual building pit. One rebuild-
ing did not have its own building pit. A  room in 
the northern house showed five building phases in 
the same period. While the fireplace of the north-
ern house remained at the same spot, the layout of 
the southern house changed over time – both the 
position of the fireplace and the building pits. The 
exact reasons for the changes in the ground plan 
remain unknown; they may have been the result 
of changes outside the building, to its orientation 
or regarding the housing standard.

The small fragments of hillfort-period 
houses in today’s Josefská Street show the same 
orientation of their axes as the wooden roadway 
from the tenth century (Fig. 6: h). Together with 
other houses, they were situated in the close vi-
cinity of this road and formed a  row. We cannot 
say if they formed a  continuous street front as in 
modern towns or whether these were houses sep-
arated by fences that would have framed the road. 
A fence was documented in the later period along 
the roadway in Kaprova Street in the Old Town 
(Šírová 1977, 218).

The road network of tenth-century Prague 
was documented in a number of smaller segments 
(Fig. 7) that are covered with boards laid on mill 
stones and supported by thick logs in the joints 
(for example, the 3.4 m wide road beneath house 
Land Registry No. 2 – Fig. 8, 7i). The research of 
wooden roads depends on the condition of the 
preservation of the wood, determinated by the 
variable geological conditions of the Lesser Town. 
There are exceptional spots where the boards are 
preserved almost untouched and have to be cut 
with saws, places where they appear as 1 mm thin 
maroon-coloured powder, and in some cases, the 
material has vanished without any traces. Some 
wooden road constructions have been document-
ed in the western section of the square. Apart from 
the road beneath Land Registry No. 2 (Čiháková 
2008b), three superimposed roadways leading in 
various directions were found in Land Registry 
No. 260 in front of the entrance to the town 
(Cymbalak, Podliska 2009; Fig. 5D, 7f ) and on the 
opposite northern bank of the marsh, and beneath 
today’s square, a  number of roadways from the 
bridge across the marsh (Čiháková, Müller 2008; 
Fig. 5D, 7e).

The wooden constructions found in the 
eastern part are from the open area leading from 
today’s Mostecká Street to the river, where there 
would have been an early medieval wooden bridge 
on the site of the later stone bridges. Below the 
cellar floor of Land Registry No. 271 (Fig. 6, 7j), 
uniquely preserved adjustments to the wooden 
surface of this space were discovered (Čiháková 
2008c). Due to the layers of naturally deposit-
ed taluses dividing the individual surfaces from 
each other, the series of three wooden areas of 
thick boards can unequivocally be interpreted as 
the exterior. Each of the surfaces was supported 
by a worked log or beam. Organic sediments from 
the time of their use have not been preserved on 
any of the surfaces. The find shows an astonish-
ingly careful treatment of the walking surface. 
The boards are hewn to exact right angles and 
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placed close to each other; a  unique split was (in 
the course of repair?) sealed with small pebbles. 
Although the boards were of different thicknesses, 
they were underlain with soil in such a  way that 
the surface was perfectly even. The documented 
part did not show any deformations caused by traf-
fic; the boards stayed in place and the smooth and 
even wooden surface has been preserved for more 
than a  thousand years. A  pointed channel made 
of two boards beneath the roadway was intended 
for drainage.

The wooden surface of the open space (Fig. 
7: k) was resting on an overall regular ground plan 
of a net of wooden foundation constructions in the 
shape of a  foundation frame or low subterranean 
chambers (Fig. 6: k). The total width of the north-
east oriented foundation network exceeded 23 m 
in the tenth century and has a documented length 
of 40 m. The foundation frame was the latest, and 

at the same time, the largest preserved building 
phase of the road, and according to dendrochro-
nology, it was erected in 952 or shortly after. The 
preceding building phase dates back to the 930s. 
The complete stratigraphic sequence beneath the 
latest building phase was available in a  single 
place in the open space: in a  small trench for 
a  cable box at the intersection of today’s Josefská 
Street and Mostecká Street (Fig. 6: 1). We have ob-
tained data on ten phases of consecutive repairs 
to the surface of the open space, of which the last 
one dates back to the time before 900. In at least 
five cases, one type of wooden foundation was in-
serted into the foundation pit (Fig. 9). Due to the 
favourable conditions for preservation and the size 
of the beams, 29 from a  total of 53 samples were 
available for dendrochronology (Čiháková, Dobrý 
1999; Čiháková 2002, 744, 747; revision analysis: 
Čiháková 2012, 100–2, 106–9). The time of the use 
of the open space (Fig. 9: D) and its position within 

Fig. 7.	 Prague – Lesser Town, sections of the road network and other structural elements mentioned in the text; 
roads in green: c – Land Registry No. 154: layer sequence of the stone roadway from the tenth–thirteenth centuries 
leading from the marsh to the gate (point b); e – beneath the square were the wooden roadways from the northern 
marsh bank; f – Land Registry No. 260: three wooden roadways above each other leading in various directions;  
h – wooden road in Josefská Street; i – Land Registry No. 2: road with stone paving from the first half of the ninth 
century and wooden paving from around 900; j – wooden roadway in house No. 271; k – Mostecká Street: network of 
foundation beams of the wooden lining of the public space; traces of iron processing in orange: m – house No. 258 
with a forge; n – house No. 279 with a long series of buildings in one spot from prehistory to the tenth century;  
o – house No. 249 with an iron workshop at the inner side of the city wall; p – house No. 192: iron processing on the 
castle slope; miscellaneous in black: q – house No. 270 with a solitary grave with small vessel and knife; s – Land Regi-
stry No. 2: oldest church beneath the floor of the later rotunda from the mid-tenth century.
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the urbanism of the tenth-century town, point to 
a  relation between the repeatedly repaired open 
space and a passage across the Vltava River. This 
complies with the view of a comfortable entrance 
space in front of the bridge and provided enough 
space for caravans to form up. The crossing of the 
bridge – considering its length and the character 
of the caravans, including slave caravans – must 
have been organised in some way. The idea of 
a market place in this open area does not conform 
to the position of the wooden bridge and the route 
of the caravans.

The public space in today’s Mostecká 
Street developed at the site of older buildings. 
These were the pit house and a  large, mostly un-
documented depression, into which the wooden 
roadways discovered in Land Registry No. 271 usu-
ally fell. The careful planning is also reflected in 
the turn off through today’s Josefská Street. This 
was also lined with wood; the orientation of the 
long components of its wooden lining is at a right 
angle to the foundation net of the open space (Fig. 
6: h, k). Both roads formed a unit in the mid-tenth 
century and were divided by a row of columns on 
the northern perimeter of the subsoil network be-
neath Mostecká Street. It is a question of whether 
this concept was already applied at the foundation 
of the open space originally along the outer city 
walls or whether it emerged only after the disman-
tling of the fortification. It could impossibly have 

been founded beneath the wooden constructions 
from the mid-tenth century in Josefská Street. 
Other urbanistic elements, especially the direct 
route of the ‘inner fortification’ in the south of 
the square and the wall in a  direct angle in the 
eastern part, are oriented in accordance with the 
network beneath the open space. Taking into ac-
count the street front in Josefská Street, the men-
tioned urbanistic elements from just before 900 
exclude a  vivid development of the basic con-
figuration of the area. Instead, they confirm the 
view of a planned reshaping of the older area and 
in some places, perhaps even on a  rectangular 
ground plan.

We cannot say to what extent the urbanis-
tic intention respected the older buildings. In some 
cases, it must have followed an older tradition, as 
for example in the south-western part of the area 
of the modern palace of Land Registry No. 258 in 
the western part of the square, where iron work-
ing was proven from the beginning of the ninth 
century onwards (Fig. 1: a). In pre-Bořivoj times, it 
was situated outside the fortification. In the tenth 
century, a  log house with a  wood-and-stone base 
for working with fire (containing a  furnace?) with 
a large amount of slag that has provisionally been 
interpreted as a  forge was developed there (Fig. 7: 
m). The second place with such a function was the 
road beneath the hallway floor in Land Registry No. 
2 (Fig. 7: i). The wooden roadway from the begin-
ning of the tenth century was 3.4 m wide and rep-
resents the last preserved building phase of a series 
of roads that had been destroyed. The oldest road 
stems from the time around 800 (Čiháková 2008b) 
and had the profile of a narrow path sunk 0.7 m in 
the soil; on the bottom, it was only 1.6 m wide and 
paved with pebbles and large bones from large do-
mestic animals (for analogies see Mlíkovský 2003, 
218, 350–353). An even older tradition was regis-
tered in the basement of Land Registry No. 279 in 
the south front of Mostecká Street (Fig. 7: n). The 
maze of features and layers showed 21 consequent 
development phases, of which 8 can be interpreted 
as a building. From late prehistory to deep into the 
tenth century, sunken log buildings were repeated-
ly rebuilt in one space, whereby the trenches in the 
neighbouring rooms did not yield any finds.

Another spot with a certain tradition, this 
time obviously at an exclusive site, is the space in-
termediately neighbouring the road beneath the 
building in Land Registry No. 2 on Malostranské 
náměstí (Malostranské Square; Fig. 7: s), where the 
rotunda of St Wenceslas was erected at the end 
of the eleventh century (Čiháková, Müller 2006; 
Čiháková 2009a; Fig. 10). This happened during 

 

Fig. 8.	 Prague – Lesser Town, Malostranské Square, 
Land Registry No. 2; structure of the wooden walkway 
from the beginning of the tenth century: planks (c) res-
ting on beams (b); the beam joints are supported by logs 
(a). Caption: 1 – wood rotted to dust; 2 – preserved wood 
fibres enabling to reconstruct the original orientation of 
the beams. (Drawing M. Müller, graphics S. Babušková.)
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Fig. 9.	 Prague – Lesser Town, Mostecká Street; section of the system of foundation frames below the public space 
in the area of the future cable chamber (Fig. 6: point l) displaying the development at this sit. Frequent renovations in 
the intersection of Josefská and Mostecká Streets (excavation 26/96, trench III) testify to complications and to regular 
maintenance. The reconstruction and the sections show each renovation in a different colour. The latest frame (de-
velopment phase 19, yellow, AD 951) consisted of fir logs and was filled with a grid. A – reconstruction of the situation 
in the chamber (1 : 10, M. Müller); B – consolidated section of a series of wooden constructions beneath the roadway; 
C – terrain section, interpretation of the stratigraphy on the eastern face of the trench; D – interpretation of individual 
building phases according to their position in the stratigraphy and dendrochronology. (Authors J. Čiháková, J. Dobrý, 
measurements and drawing M. Müller, graphics M. Ďurica, S. Babušková).
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Fig. 10.	 Prague – Lesser Town, Malostranské Square, Land Registry No. 2; the rotunda from the last quarter of the 
eleventh century, discovered in 2004, represents the third church in this location. It is dated by ceramic relief tiles of 
the Vyšehrad type preserved in situ (A). B – position of the rotunda; C – preserved rotunda parts. Captions: 1 – Ba-
roque parish church from 1684–1688 with the remains of the rotunda beneath the chancel; 2 – above-ground walls 
of the rotunda; 3 – foundation walls; 4 – mortar beds of the pavement. The nave centre shows a pit for a central lifting 
device, the predecessor of a building crane. (Drawing M. Müller, photograph by M. Frouz, graphics M. Ďurica, S. Babuš-
ková.)
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the reign of Vratislav II (1061–1092) who from 1085 
was the first king of Bohemia. The rotunda was the 
third church in this place. The place is outstanding 
in its connection with a  miracle, which allegedly 
happened during the transfer of St Wenceslas’ 
remains after his death in 935 in Stará Boleslav. 
The oldest parts of the stratigraphy beneath the 
rotunda floor are the lowermost, 0.3–0.4 m thick 
sequence of thin layers from the beginning of the 
ninth to the mid-tenth century at the latest, which 
contain a  number of pits and excavations includ-
ing the traces of six wooden buildings in super-
position, the third of which was rebuilt. The stra-
tigraphy was dominated by a  shallow foundation 
pit for the third building, a fireplace and a private 
latrine indicating the profane character of this log 
house. Therefore it is difficult to imagine that this 
site played a sacred role from the very beginning. 
A  cultic function, evidenced from the mid-tenth 
century to 1783, does not reach back to the pre-
Bořivoj period although at this time it seems to 
have been settled in an elite environment. The use 
of the area changed around 900 when the house 
was destroyed by fire during a  military attack 
leaving a  fire site and arrow heads, one of them 
rhombic in shape (Fig. 15: G; cf. Profantová 2008). 
Contrary to the burnt house and its predecessors, 
two houses show unusual signs.

The construction with a walkable surface 
between the tenth-century columns serves as a re-
minder that the hall was unique in the town. In 
the course of the first half of the tenth century, the 
‘hall’ was replaced with another building, of which 
only wood fibres and the rotten remains of wood 
from the corner joint remain. The lower founda-
tion beam covered a  pit with the body of a  new-
born in the axis oriented parallel to the beam (Fig. 
11). This unique find of a  human individual com-
bined with the foundations of the building evokes 
the idea that in the first half of the tenth century, 
this site could have had an extraordinary status, 
although it is doubtful that it was a cultic one. The 
following building would then be a  continuation 
of this thoroughly hypothetical cultic function, 
although, from the new Christian perspective. 
What has remained is the western part of a regu-
lar circle of stones, obviously was the undermost 
row of the foundation (Fig. 12: A). The building 
with a round stone foundation plastered with clay 
and mortared with yellow brick clay was the first 
Christian building (church?) at this place. The 
microscopic analysis of the polished plasterwork 
has proven that the smooth surface was painted in 
a red and red-ochre colour containing iron oxides 
(Fig. 12: C). As suggested by the radiocarbon date 
AD 772–969 (95%) from a  hazelnut shell from the 

time of the construction, it was built no later than 
the 960s. A  dating around the mid-tenth century 
has been confirmed by pottery finds.

Between the desertion of the oldest church 
with the stone circle and the construction of the 
rotunda, there must have been another building 
built from stone and mortar (Fig. 13). This included 
a  lime pit disturbed by a  ditch for the foundation 
walls of the rotunda, some fragments of painted 
plaster and the fragments of a  window with the 
traces of plaster and mortar in the backfill of the 
foundation pit of the rotunda together with the 
amorphous remains of degraded local sandstone 
and mortar. The remains of the intact walls of the 
building itself have not been found although the 
building must have stood in the closest vicinity. 
It was built sometime around 1000 or in the first 
half of the eleventh century on what was original-
ly a  0.9 m high embankment. However, the back-
fill was not dense enough; static interferences also 
contributed to the erection of the rotunda and led 
to the deformation of the pavement inside, a  part 
of which broke so deep that it was left in place 
over the course of its repair in the second half of 
the thirteenth century. Hexagonal ceramic floor 
tiles with Vyšehrad-style relief decorations from 
the end of the eleventh century (Čiháková 2009b) 
have been preserved on a surface of 1.3 × 1.1 m in situ 
(Fig. 10: A). In view of this extraordinary find – the 
first since 1884 – a museum was established in the 
building of Land Registry No. 2 with the support of 
the European Economic Area and Norway Grants 
in 2015–2016.

The exceptionality of the site of the rotun-
da is underlined by an assemblage of finds exceed-
ing the standards of the Lesser Town. The con-
centration of smaller bronze jewels, some of them 
gilded, is accompanied by the find of a small blow-
pipe with silver in the backfill beneath the second 
building phase of the church. An extraordinary 
assemblage is comprised of almost 200 small flat 
bone objects (of 1–2 cm, exceptionally even 5 cm) 
with a  sharp edge blunted and patinated, which 
can comfortably be held in the fingers (Fig. 14). 
A  subsequent revision has proven that these ob-
jects are unique in the area of the Lesser Town. 
The rubbed corners do not comply with a  work-
shop; if it is not the location of rituals, it points 
to its residents being the users of these unusual 
objects. Most probably, these were hygienic tools 
to trim the beard, moustache or hair, essentially 
analogies of razors and the predecessors of razor 
blades. Some show protrusions and could have 
been used as ear picks. In the Middle Ages, toi-
letries were the privilege of the elite, to which the 
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Fig. 11.	 Prague – Lesser Town, Malostranské Square, Land Registry No. 2, excavation beneath the rotunda floor, only 
in the south half of the nave. The Christian churches were preceded by a rectangular wooden building (first half of the 
tenth century) with the ritual burial of a newborn under a foundation beam; body oriented along the beam. (Drawing 
M. Müller, graphics M. Ďurica.)
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inhabitants of the site of the later central buildings 
of the Christian cult in Prague belonged.

Large amounts of iron ore fragments 
have been found in situations from the begin-
ning of the ninth century. Iron production had 
been of outstanding importance for the local 
settlement since prehistory, when an outcrop of 
iron ore in Úvoz Street, directly at the western 
border of the Lesser Town, was used. Most of the 
iron ore used in the Middle Ages stemmed from 
the area of the neighbouring Petřín Hill and the 
western surroundings (Zavřel 2001, 25; Havrda 
et al. 2001). Iron production in the ninth centu-
ry has been proven to follow closely behind the 

oldest fortification line on the southern border of 
Malostranské Square (Land Registry No. 258 and 
Land Registry No. 264) and further to the west 
(Land Registry No. 321 in Šporkova Street; Fig. 1: 
a´). In the tenth century, after the erection of the 
new city walls and the expansion of the fortified 
area, metallurgical production concentrated in 
the western part increased. Traces have been doc-
umented along the inner face of the walls in Land 
Registry No. 249 (Podliska 2008; Havrda, Podliska 
2011, 69: point 18; Fig. 7: o) and on the south slope 
of Prague Castle in Land Registry No. 192 (Fig. 7: 
p). Evidence of metallurgy in the tenth century is 
also evidenced outside the fortified area in a  set-
tlement called Újezd, which until the fourteenth 

Fig. 12.	 Prague – Lesser Town, Malostranské Square, Land Registry No. 2, excavation under the pavement of the ro-
tunda. The stone circle (A, B) seems to represent the lowest row of foundations of the oldest local sacral building from 
the mid-tenth century (first church?). The clay plaster was painted in a red ferrous colour (C) adding a third dimension 
to the circle; D – position of the remains of the first church within the layout of the later rotunda and an extant house 
in close vicinity to a modern road (i). Captions: 1 – pits that destroyed the stone circle (burials, foundation pit for the ro-
tunda, a seventeenth-century pit); 2 – reconstruction of the circle; 3 – extant walls of the house; 4 – last remains of the 
original terrain on the ground floor of the hallway with the pathway and column pits. (Drawing M. Müller, photograph by 
L. Smutka, graphics M. Ďurica.)



299

Fig. 13.	 Prague – Lesser Town, Malostranské Square, Land Registry No. 2, excavation beneath the rotunda pave-
ment; later sacral building (second church) from the second half of the tenth century to about 1050; A–D – fragments 
in the foundation pit of the rotunda; A, B – small window cut into a block of high-quality sandstone, drawing (S. Sva-
tošová) and the installation of the fragments in the exhibition (photograph by M. Frouz); C –building elements of local 
sandstone with traces of mortar; D – lime plaster with polychrome paint; E – view of the section under the pavement 
with clear construction layer of church No. 2. (C, D – photograph by M. Müller; E – photograph by L. Smutka.)
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century was outside the city walls. In the eleventh 
century, Prague became a  gigantic metallurgical 
firm. Apart from the west strip beneath the castle, 
iron production now shows up at the inner south-
ern fortification in Hellichova Street (Podliska 
2008; Havrda, Podliska 2011, 69: point 20). The 
strongest metallurgical activities moved to the 
right bank of the Vltava River. The lowest terrace 
of the Vltava terraces, on which today’s Old Town 
is situated, was overcrowded with workshops for 
the processing of iron as well as other metals (e.g. 
Draganová 1982; Havrda, Zavřel 2008). Intense 
processing of iron and other metals, including 
silver, also took place in the northern bailey of 
Vyšehrad potok (Botič Brook). Other metals were 
also processed in tenth and eleventh-century 
Lesser Town; however, the evidence is scattered 
and sporadic.

The way handicraft was structured in the 
town has not been significantly exploited to date. 
By all means, a larger range of products was traded 
than the saddles, bridles, and shields mentioned by 
Ibrahim who refers to items that were indispensable 
for caravans and their security and that were relat-
ed to Ibrahim’s mission. Beneath the rotunda floor, 
apart from standard textile, bone and leather pro-
duction, a number of small objects including a small 
file, a small anvil, and a blowpipe with silver were 
found that could have belonged to a goldsmith. Until 
now, we do not know of any pottery workshop from 
the tenth or eleventh centuries. The high quality of 
the vessels and the skilled production and decora-
tion of the ceramic vessels definitely prove a  local 
production of most of the pottery at least from the 
last quarter of the ninth century. Petrographic anal-
yses of the ceramic fragments from around 900 wit-
ness the arrival of foreign craftsmen, most probably 
from Moravia. New technology using temper exclu-
sively from river sand was applied to vessels with 
collar rims and to the oldest types of chalice rims 
(Čiháková et al. 1995, group F, 205).

Contrary to the importance of Prague as 
a  trading crossroads known from written sourc-
es (Charvát 1998, 57–59), archaeology has only 
unearthed sparse evidence of trade contacts in 
the tenth century. Prague mainly profited from 
the slave trade (Třeštík 2000a). Coin finds from 
the territory of the tenth-century Lesser Town 
are still lacking, however. The oldest coins found 
there (Müller 2015, 145, 147–148) belong to Duke 
Jaromír (1004–1012, 1034) and his brother Oldřich 
(1012–1033), although it has been suggested that 
there was a  mint in the neighbourhood of the 
market in the tenth century, in which the Frisian 
type of the denier of Boleslav II would have been 
minted (Petráň 1998, 101; 2000). In the historical 
centre of Prague, only two lead discs interpreted 
as weights (5.16 and 4.38 g) have been found to 
date, one from Lesser Town, the other from the 
Old Town. A bored lead disc weighing 197.31 g from 
the neighbourhood of Josefská Street dating to 
the time shortly after 1050 could be interpreted as 
a weight. Two miniature vessels with yellow glaze, 
probably from the Far East, must have been com-
mercial products. The larger vessel was found in 
the muddy tenth-century sediments at the marsh 
bank in front of the entrance to the town (Fig. 15: A) 
and the smaller fragment in the sediments of the 
road in Land Registry No. 2. Two spindle whorls of 
Ovruch limestone and a number of glass fragments 
in tenth-century contexts were also imports: 4 mm-
thick blue glass from the rim of a  vessel with 60 
mm diameter (Fig. 15: C) was found in the court of 
the palace between Josefská Street and the square, 

Fig. 14.	 Prague – Lesser Town, Malostranské Square, 
Land Registry No. 2, excavation under the pavement of 
the rotunda: so-called ‘razor blades’, small bone tools 
with a patinated cutting edge for hygienic and cosmetic 
devices (for trimming beards and hair), sometimes to-
gether with an ear spoon. A – inv. No. 2/04-514; B – inv. 
No.2/04-741; C – inv. No2/04. 1008; D – inv. No 2/04-
553. (Drawing V. Čermák, photograph by M. Müller,  
graphics S. Babušková.)
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while in Land Registry No. 192 on the slope direct-
ly beneath Prague Castle, fragments of thin-walled 
translucent potassium glass from the tenth centu-
ry appeared. It is more complicated to determine 
imports of coarse ware differing in morphology 
and technology. Apart from ware from the strong-
hold of Libice and Žatec, petrographic analyses 
have shown that a pot with a handle from around 
900 was imported from somewhere south-east of 
Bohemia (Čiháková et al. 2000, 136; 2001, 260, Abb. 
15: A). Since the tenth century, pottery with a large 
amount of graphite has been around, which could 
not have been produced in the Prague Basin. Its 
origin has not yet been determinated. A  specific 
type of import was food, especially fruit. In the 
tenth century, only figs ( ficus carica) are attested as 
imports. Palynological analyses have shown that 
other tropical fruits consumed at that time – such 
as the fruits of the Persian walnut (Juglans regia), 
chestnuts (Castanea), peaches, cucumbers and sa-
tureja had already been introduced to the Prague 
Basin (Čulíková 2007), so we cannot, therefore, dis-
tinguish between local production and imports.

A stirrup with inlaid narrow brass strips 
was obviously not traded. As its broken frame 
was found alongside a  post in the foundations 
of a  public square, it most probably belonged to 
a wealthy rider with a caravan (Fig. 15: H). An as-
semblage of decorative items found beneath the 
rotunda floor is a  curiosity: The bronze and lead 
alloy button, a  jingle and green beads from a gar-
ment stem from around 950 (Fig. 15: E) and point to 
the realm of Moravia or the Carpathian basin (cf. 
Profantová 2008). A piece of auripigment (arsenic 
trisulfide, As2S3), which was found in the close vi-
cinity or in the interior of a  forge (Land Registry 
No. 258) must have been an import although it 
was impossible to tell if this small fragment (9 × 
5 × 3 mm) was pure raw material or a  destroyed 
finished product (for example, a bead from a neck-
lace). Luxury utensils in the realm of the elite in 
the Lesser Town are only found exceptionally. To 
these belong a  Silesian type of iron bowl from 
the tenth-century found in a  house along today’s 
Josefská Street (Land Registry No. 42), a  key (Fig. 
15: B) and a bone comb case (Fig. 15: F) from the be-
ginning of the eleventh century found in a  house 
near the later rotunda in Malostranské Square.

Layers of natural sediments, washed up 
by downpours or by spring thaws, on the wooden 
pavement of the open space in Mostecká Street, 
witness natural disasters that affected the area of 
the original town of Prague in the tenth century 
and which society had to cope with, especially in 
the years around 932 and 954. The extent of the 

disasters is proven by the fact that it was easier 
to build new pathways instead of removing the 
sediment load. In the eleventh century, landslides 
became more frequent and had an important share 
in the stratigraphy in some places. It seems that life 
in the town went hand in hand with the worsening 
climate. From the eleventh-century centre of the 
Lesser Town, a large number of features are relat-
ed to workshops that worked with fire; the inter-
pretation of which is equivocal. The decline in the 
importance of Prague for international trade led 
to a reduction in the ruler’s income, which, along 
with the lengthy dynastic crisis in the last third of 
the eleventh century, postponed investment into 
the development of the town until a more suitable 
time. This came about in the second half of the 
eleventh century under Duke Vratislav II (1061–
1092). However, money flowed particularly into 
the turbulent development of Vyšehrad, to where 
the Duke, and from 1085 onwards, the King had 
moved his seat from Prague Castle. The construc-
tion of St Wenceslas’ Rotunda in the Lesser Town 
based on a project by an elite mathematician, fully 
corresponded to his ambitions and was encour-
aged by the royal title (Čiháková, Müller 2015). The 
same is true of the expansion of Vyšehrad, where 
he was able to realise his view of a  modern seat, 
which he had envisaged side by side with Henry 
IV in Germany and Italy and which would have 
significantly differed from the circumstances at 
Prague Castle. The construction of a stone wall at 
Vyšehrad and of the oldest walled palace indicate 
that the king was inspired by Western European 
imperial residences (Varadzin 2015a, 606–608).

For the ninth and tenth centuries, ev-
idence of a  burial site in the area of the Lesser 
Town is lacking. The only grave was found in 1912, 
in the underground of the house on the corner of 
the square and in Karmelitská Street (Sláma 1977, 
110); excavations in the neighbouring houses have 
not yielded any comparable find to date (Fig. 7: q). 
A  small cemetery was found at the foot of Petřín 
Hill at Újezd, south of the above-mentioned place 
with traces of iron processing. The fortified town 
of Prague, a  part of which was the Lesser Town 
area, with great probability belongs to the ceme-
tery on the right river bank (Čiháková et al. 2000, 
138; Čiháková, Havrda 2008, 218) and the strip of 
cemeteries that lay north-west of Prague Castle.

The tenth and a part of the eleventh cen-
tury was a time when the Lesser Town of Prague, 
surely in connection with the area of the later 
town of Hradčany (Fig. 3: J), was a  strongly for-
tified town with a  residential castle and the seat 
of the empire of the Boleslavs. Although the most 
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glorious days of the left-bank part of Prague had 
passed, some structural elements of the tenth-cen-
tury town found their way into the urbanism of the 
constitutional town founded in 1257 in the early 
Gothic period and still survive today. The most 
marked feature is today’s Josefská Street. In the 
tenth century, it was one of the main streets in the 
town and in 1257, it became a side road lined with 
the back parts (containing wells and cesspits) of 
the lots with facades facing the square (Čiháková 
2008a, 130). Since the tenth century, however, the 
street has neither changed its route nor its func-
tion as a  road (Fig. 6: h). Accordingly, the route 
of the south-west entrance to the town across the 
marsh still serves as a  passage for pedestrians in 
the palace of Land Registry No. 259 between the 
south-west corner of the square and Tržiště Street 
(Fig. 3: 4). The eastern gate, which in the tenth cen-

tury was accessed by a stone road, also survived in 
the shape of a  walled Romanesque gate until the 
end of the sixteenth century, when it fulfilled the 
function of a side gate (Fig. 3, 7: b). In the tenth cen-
tury, the centre of the Christian cult was also fixed 
(Fig. 7: s). The spatial requirements connected with 
the changes in liturgy have led to the inclusion of 
the space of the neighbouring parish Church of 
St Nicolas in the thirteenth century, to where the 
whole service was definitely transferred after 1784. 
A certain persistence can also be seen in the sim-
ilarities of the route of the fortification from the 
time around 900 (‘inner’ fortification line – Fig. 3: 
F) and from 1257 – the last one, however, may also 
have been preconditioned by local geomorpholo-
gy. Still, today Prague represents an extraordinary 
European centre and attracts travellers, diplomats 
and traders.
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Fig. 15.	 Prague – Lesser Town, imports and extraordinary finds; A – fragment of a glazed miniature vessel, tenth 
century (Land Registry No. 259, Fig. 3, 5: point 4; inv. No. 12/93-27; photograph by M. Müller); B – key, tenth – first half 
of the eleventh century (west part of Malostranské Square; inv. No. 14/96-225; drawing S. Svatošová); C – fragment 
of a thick-walled blue glass vessel with 6 cm opening diameter, tenth century (Land Registry No. 37, between Ma-
lostranské Square and Josefská Street; inv. No. IC-140; drawing S. Svatošová, photograph by M. Müller); D – jingle bell 
(Land Registry No. 2, under the rotunda pavement; inv. No. 2/05-1093; photograph by M. Müller); E – button showing 
eastern influences and rivets, mid-tenth century; detail of a button (not to scale; Land Registry No. 2, under the rotun-
da pavement; inv. No. 2/05-1251; photograph M. Müller); F – both arms of a bone comb case, first half of the eleventh 
century (western part of Malostranské Square; inv. No. 14/96-316; drawing S. Svatošová); G – rhombic arrow heads, 
around 900 (Land Registry No. 2, beneath the rotunda floor; inv. No. 2/04-506-B; photograph M. Müller); H – frag-
ment of a stirrup, iron with inlaid brass (Mostecká Street, edge of the foundation frames under the public space; inv. 
No. 26/96-75; photograph by M. Frouz, graphics S. Babušková).
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